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To the Surveyors of the 
HIGHWAYS, &c. 


GENTLEMEN, 


N UNDERTAKE to write to you 0 
this publick Manner, becauſe I think 

my Duty, as a juſſ ice of the Peace, to ve 
you ſome information of your's, as Survey - 
ors of the Filignways; and tho? 1 cann-t 
perhaps tell you more of the gond and ne- 
ceſlary Laws, which are provided for re— 
pairtng the co§men Roads, then you know: 
I may by theſe Meaus give h Cat ta conſiaer them 
more, than you do. Yet | muſt ow, | am je bons, | nal not 
gzin your Attention, or amp an Inyo bp Your 
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Minds : I fear, you Will lay alide thts Frcatif: wich mars 
HRcaclineſ han you can peruſe it; and much rather nd 
EY pl:ce for it in your Houses, than a proner One in von: 
Ticar cs. 


am 
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am very ſenſible, very certainly convinc'd by the preſent 
K and inconverient Condition of the Highways, that you 
pay no Defcrence, ſh.w no Obedience to the Directions 
which have becn frequently deliver to you for the Dicharge 
of your Ofhec 3 and tlie wif” and Nrong, Charges which 
have been with Zeal pronounc'd to you from the Bench, 
have no ſooner been out of the Af-uth of any Juſtice, than 
out of the Head of every Surveyor. 

This your Conduct is very contemptuons; for which there 
is a Aſethad of Revere Puniſhinent fix'd and a Afeaſare of it 
ſtated; and lam igduc'd to publiſh this Eſlay in order to 
rcciity your Errors, awaken your Underſtanding, and ſoften, 
if | cannot ſubdue, your Obſtinacy; to remove Slowneſs 
from the Reſolutions of your Mind, andSupineneſs from the 
Ex. cutionsof your Oft e; to ſtir up the wholeSurveyor in you, 
to put him upon diligent Action, and to make hin more 
attentive and faithful in the Proſecution of his Duty, 

lam very ready to believe theſe my OBSERVATIONS 
will be pcſtcr'd with the Pee viſnneſs of many Criticks, and 
flizhtcd by the Inactiveneſs of many Surveyors : On the one 
hand a Swarm of Waſps will Iſſue forth againſt me, who 
wil! buzz about my Work. & ſhoot their tings into every Pa- 
ragraph of it; and on the other, will be a Number of Drones, 
who are too flothful to move out to gather, or bring in, or 
labour for any Advantapes to themſclves or their Fellow- 
Creatures, or in Other V/ords, who make Duty no more 
their Cate, thin if it was not their Concern. Yet | can be 
very cal ro my ſelf, whilit | uncerely endeavour to be uſe- 
full ro my Conntrymens and ſhall always enjoy the ſecret 
Satisfaction, that my Delivn is yood, tho it ſhall meet with 
the ſharp il Conſarcs trom the IH-natur'd, or the greatclt Dil- 
appeintivenrs from the lle. I ſhall leave the Succeſs of it to 
you, and comfort my ſelt with the Opinion of a very Git 
Man, that Good Intentions are at leaſt the Seed; of Gord Actions þ 
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and every Man oughit to ſow them, aud leave it to the S1'l, and the 


Seaſon, whether they come up or no, and whether he, or any ot her gu- 
thers the Fruit. 

It js Nrictly incumbent upon you well to repuir.or procure 
to he repzir'd all Caus: ways and Puvements in the Hiobuare, 
to make ſecure Fence wher eſocycr there M1! he 5 Precipi— 
ces, or perilous Leclivities adhyning 10 the Highways; to 
make the Roads ncar as You can level, aud to fill up all 
dangerous Holes in them with rhe ſolid Mneriils of Stone 
& Grovel, not with Mould, which may be w h'd away by a 
Ap rilShower or blowa away by aA c WV ind. You are alſo ia- 
ditpenſably oblig'd to breſent unto the Juſtices of thebeuce, or 
ſome of them in wricing, the Name or Names of all and e- 
very Perſon or Perſons "who ſhall refuſe to appear at the 
Work on the Highways, or when they ſhall appear, do ne- 
glect to Work duly and induitriouſly eight Hours of the 
Day. You ouphr to be very watchful over theſe obſtinate, 
inactive Men; for if they will not take due Pains, upon your 
Information, due Puniſhmcnrs muſt be inflicted on them: 
Frowardneſs was never the Excuſe of a Fault, nor can ldle- 
neſs be it's own Attonement. They muft not imagine, that 
the Mzgiltrates will be fo indolent to indulge their Lazinefs, 
or ſo weak to allow their Perverlſnefs to get the better of rhe 
Deſigns, or control the Powers of Law. Many of your Inhahie 
tants attend the Works on the Ways to no more Purpoſe, 
than if they were abſent : They ſpend or rather waſt Time 
in playing with a ahove], a Spade or a Martock, in 1 
ſauntering, in butily making a mere Show of Labour wirho": 
Action, or, without attempting to do any thing, in apt 
nouſly controverting what is to be done. Bat theſe active, 
indolent Creatures muſt be admoniſh' and made to know, 
that this Procedure, is only buſtling 7 da Neu,, being in- 
duſt rious to be Jill, and becoming entirely uſt lct> when they 
ſhould be extremely uſefull Members of Sccicty, 
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any of theſe Delinquents are repre- 
ſented ta th Niu ifirutisy for which reafon, I muſt conclude, 
their Jalene{s an from your Indulgence; and I believe a 
Want of Um; in them, is very much owing to a Want of 
it in yourſclegs. Thev bare perform'd a certain private 
kindnefs to von, therefore may, nahneged by you, omit doing 
their gcc Ones to the Publick, and as long as they con- 
une wor den, Nelghhorrs, they may ſfely be his Maje- 
ye „eng dee Hts. But be aſſur'd, this Behaviour will 
be brouv't to strict Account. The good Turn, as you call it, 
the Act of Hoſpitality, o other good natur d Deed of an inti- 
mate Acquaintance will not be an Excuſe for your concealing 
his DefanIts, noi can the Obiig tions of the Speyer be can- 
celFd by thoſe of the Friend. Every one of you, Gentlemen, 
muſt be examin'd upon Oath concerning every Branch of 
your Duty, and you will then receive Conviction, that the 
Magiſtrates are too publick ſpirited to pardon your ſelf-in- 
tereſted Views, too Giſcreet to overlook your Indiſcretions, 
and tco conſiſtent with themſelves to grant a Toleration to 
Neglects Intolerable. You arc ſtrongly enjoyn'd and confi- 
uently entruſted to make Pieſentment of all, and every Per- 
lon and Per tons, who tor meking Dung, or on any other Pre- 
tence w iuttoever, ſhall lay in any Highway, not being twenty 
Foot brand any Stone, Liigber, Straw, Dung, or other Mat- 
ter, and it the Owners anÞOccupiers of the Lands adjoyn- 
ing the Highways ſhall not within ten Days after your No- 
tice given to them, clear the ſaid Ways of the ſaid Nuſan— 
ccs, they forfeit fre >hillings for every Offence, which dum, 
„cu will, by the Juſtices of the Peace, be impower'd to levy 
upon them. For the Juſtices are reſolutely derermin'd to 
Puniſt theſe worthleſs, pernicious Men; they will never ſuf— 
ter tlem tO make Dung in the Roads, or improve their 
Lands by in tairing the bighways, or gratify a Private In- 
ere hy a dettiiment to a Peli Go2d Theſe Wretches, 
which 
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which | have here mention to you, arc become ſo ſuncy 
and inſolent, that they throw Annoyances into the common 
Roads, as frequently, as if they had a Protection for doing ſo, 
as openly, as if it was legal to aftrone the Laws: But the 
Magiſtrates peremptorily inſiſt, that you, Gentlemen, ar«! 
every of you, do from Time to Time, give Notice to thel. 
Offenders to remove their Nuſances, and you muſt afliic 
them, their Impudence ſhall not diſcountenance an Ind; mer, 
nor can the Vilencſs of their Catom diſable the Vigor of 
Fuſtice. lam apt to believe this Species of Tran rctiurs 
grows ſanguine in their Tranſgreſſions by your imprudent 
good Nature and 1ll-judg'd Tenderneſs ro them. The A. 
ceſtors were accuſtom'd to lay Straw, Hay, Fern or Stubl!e 
in the common Roads, therefore you perniit the $4 refſors 23 
do ſo; you allow them a kind of Birrl-riplr to do Wrong, 
and admit the Antient Uſape of the Fault to be a Sanction 
to it. In ſhort, | fear you pay a Deference to this ſrt of 
Offence, becauſe it is Old, and I am fare, you ſhow Compaſſ— 
on to the Perſons guilty of it, when you cught to purſ © 
Meaſures for their Conviction. This is a deteſtable NMo— 
ceed ing, and at once 1gnomin1ous to you, and injurious to a 
whole Community. You may indeed plcaſe the Offenders 1 
have mention'd, by en ouraging their Crime with your Con- 
nivance, and Countenancing the Habit of their baſe Prattic 0, 
by that of your baſer Partiality; but you mult be ill diſpesr'd 
Men as well as ill-hehav'd Surveyors, if by ſuch Conduct, you 
can pleaſe yourſelyes. 


GENTLEMEN, 


HERE are many Laws made for the Reparztion of 
Highways contriv'd with Wiſdom, arm'd with ben! 
* 2 8 0 
ty, and enforc'd with Power, ande ſhall draw opt tn 
your Review a few Recitals of them, that you ma; nw. if 
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you do not already, and if yon do, that you may be reminded 
of the Orders you ate bound to obey, and the Rules appointed 
for you to walk by. 
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* By the 5th. of El z. Cap. 13. It is Enacted, That the Heyes, 
Fenccs, Dikes, or Hedges next adjoining on either fide to 
any High or common-tairing way.ſhall from time to time be 
diked, ſcour'd, repair'd and kept low, and all Trees and 
Buſhes growing in the Highways, cut down by the Owner 
or Owners of the Ground or Soil, which ſhall be inclos'd 
with the Heycs, Fences, Dikes or Hedges aforeſaid, where- 
by the ſeid Ways may be open, and the People have more 
eaſy and ready Paſſage in the ſame, and by 18th Eliz. Cap 
i. Hand every Perſon committing Oltence againſt the a- 
bhove rccited Ak ſhall loſe and for feit for every Default, 
ten Shillings. 

y the zd and 4th of V. and Af. Cap. 12. It is enacted no 
Tree, Shrub or Buſh, fhall be permitted to ſtand or grow in 
any Highway not full twenty Foot broad, but the ſame ſhall 
be cut down, grubb'd up and carricd away by the Owner 
or Owners ot the Sofl within ten Days, after Notice given 
by the Surveyors on pain to forfeit five Shillings for every 
Neglect; and the Poſſeſſors of the Land ad joy ning to ſuch 
Highways where they are not 20 foot broad ſhall from 
time to time and at all times kecp their Hedges ſo plaſh't, 
cut or prun'd, right up from the roots as no Tree, Buſh, 
Shrub or Branches thereof ſhall ſpread into or hang over 
the ſame. 


Whilſt theſe Annoyarces ſpread into, hang over, and in- 


feſt the Highways; what do you think ? Can either you 
the Surveyors, or they the Owners and Poſſeſlors, vindicate a a 
Diſobedience to the wiſe Injuactions recited, which carry in 
them Convenience to the Publick, as well as Command, and 
no le Advantage, than Authority? Is it not iitclerable, 
that Treychers cennct proceed en their Journeys free from 
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Danger and clear frum Damage? Is it not unpardopabte, 
that loaden Carriages cannot have Patlive without cither 
Prejudice or Obſtruction, and that the very Sun, through a 
Negle& of cutting the Hedges, is ſhnt out from Drying tic 
Roads, and heſtowing it's common Influence to amend them? 
As the Highways are very ſeldom diſincumber'd of theſe pct - 
nicious Dilad vantages, | muſt impute them to your Nev lect, 
your haſe Neglects, which are highly affronting to the Legi 
lature, extremely infamous to yourſelves, and grievouſly in- 
convenient to your Fellow-Subje&ts, If you the rcfj cfive 
Superintendants of the Ways in every Townſhip, were fin— 
cerely earneſt in proſecuting your Duty, the Inhahhitan: 
would be more faithfully exact in performing theirs; an. 
when the former cxertcd Courage by acting up to the Requihtes 
of Law, the latter would ſet their Conduct at work to obe, 
the Precepts of it. 

When you find the Highways are not ſificicntly widen)! 
for Carriages to paſs and repaſs by: cach other with Ea. 
and Readineſs, it is your hounden Duty to apply to the Ju- 
ſtices of the Peace at their General Quarter Scflions; five 
of whom at lcaſt, are authoriz'd by the 8. und 9 137% 3. Ci. 
16. to enlarge them; ſo that the Ground ro be taken into 
the Highways do not excecd eight Yards in Breadth, ani 
that they do not pull down any Hoale, or take away the 
Ground of any Garden, Orchard, Court or Yard: And for 
the Satisfiction of rhe Perſons who are Owners, or may be 
intereſted in the ſuid Ground that ſhall be laidanto the fai! 
Highways, the ſaid Juſtices are impower'd to tmpannet a 
Jury before them, and to adminiſter an Oath to the Jury, 
that will aſſeſs ſuch Damages to be given, & ſuch}Recompernee 
to be made to the Owners, and others intereſted in the fai.! 
Grounds, for their reſpective lutereſts as they ſhall think 
reaſonable, not (xcccding twenty five Years Puzchaſe: And 
likewiſe ſuch Recompence as they {hall think reaſanuble for 
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making a New Ditch or Fence to that Side of the High- 
way that ſhall be ſo enlarg'd; and alſo Satisfaction to any 
Perſon that may he otherwiſe injur'd by the enlarging of the 
ſaid Highways: And the Juſticcs of the Peace, being five at 
leaſt, have Power to order one or more Aſſeſſment or Aſleſſ- 
ments to be made and collected; and the ſaid Aſſeſſment or 
Aſſeſſinents, by ordet of the ſid Juſtices,ſhall be levied by the 
Orerſcers of the Highways, by Diſtreſs and Sale of the Goods 
of Perſons ſo aſſe d, not paying the ſame within ten Days af- 
ter Demand. Provided nevertheleſs, that no ſuch Aſſeſſment 
or Alle ilinents made, in any one Year, for enlarging of High- 
ways, ſhall exceed the Rate of Six Pence in the Pound, of the 
Yearly Income of any Lands. . 
We are all fenfible, and muſt all acknowledge the High- 
ways in this County do extremely want enlarging. Tra- 
vellers declare they can ſcarce ſqueeze through them; Car- 
11ers proteſt their Carriages are often impriſon*d by the 
narrowgeſs of them, and the Tradeſmen's Complainings againſt 
them are daily heard in our Streets, Fheſe are Detriments 
that ought to be remov'd, Grievances, which muſt be re- 
Are ſs'd, and the Law has furniſh'd ample Power to do both. 
Indecd ſome Perſons may fancy from the Non-exccution of 
the Stztute in this Country, that the Force of it does not 
1c2ch thus fer on this ſide of Trent; or may conclude it to 
be confin'd to ſome Circle in the South, and ſo powerfully 
(Har m'd there, as not to have an Ability to move out of the 
Bounds ſct for it; but this Act has no ſuch Reſtraint laid up- 
on it's Extent; ard I cannot underſtand why an Execution 
of it in the North ſhould be thought barbarous, when it has 
been ſo very beneficial in other parts of the Kingdom. 
Son e will ſay that the Narrownels of the Ways was in 
former Days ovcrlock'd, therefore it ought now to be ſo 
eur Predccefjors were contented with the Roads, why ſhould 
ve be diſ leas'd with the preſent State of them? They are 
aS 
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as good as they were in paſt Ages, and tho' they would cct- 
taznly be better if they were Wider, we are againſt all Inno- 
vations. This Argument is abominable, and carries nothing 
in it but Sloth, Supineneſs and Weakneſs of Underſtanding : 
It is telling a Man, that it is an Indecorum and Irreverence 
to the Memory of am Anceſtor, to attempt to be more wiſe 
and more uſeful than he was; it is, by an a poſtate Form of 
Logick, aſſerting the Roads ſhould not be enlarg'd, becauſe 
they would be more convenient for being ſo; that no Altera- 
tien ought to be made ia them, for fear of the evil Conſeq uen- 
ces of Amendment; and directly making the Excellence of the 
Statute an Ob:Qion againſt an Obedience to it. I ſay this 
Argument is abominable: It is an Affront to all Order, Law 
and Regulation, a Diſcountenance to Induſtry and Improve- 
ment; a Diſcouragement, to Art, Invention, and publick 
Spirit: Yet when! conſider that this inverted Method of 
-rcaſoning has neither the Form of common Senſe, nor the 
ſhew of Regard to common Good, I am ata Loſs to deter- 
mine, whether more Indignation is due to the Baſeneſs, or 
more Compaſſion to the Folly of it. 

I am apprehenſive, enlarging the Highways in this Coun- 
ty may appear ſ range and prove unacceptable to various 
Perſons at firſt Tight: Bur when they conſider this Inno- 
vation is to be made, to take away Inconvenience, when they 
re flect on a little Experice procuring great Advantages, and 
and that a widening the ccf mon-taring Roads will be very 
beneficial to all People, the exceprions Men will diſclaim all 
narrow ſpirited Objections, the ſlubbota will run into Com- 
pliance, and even the per ver ſe will icjoice in the Meaſures ta- 
ken for the common Gocd, 

| repeat to you, Gentlemen, that enlarging the Highways 
is 4 common Good, with which no Man can have itcaſon to 
be diſ.'leas'd. For it would he a monſ{trovs Incon ency for 
any One to be uneaſy, becauſe his Paſſage to tranſec: my f- 
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faiis is made more caſy, to grieve at the Removal of Grie- 
vances, or think himſelf more injur'd when he is leſs expoſed 
to be Oo : It would be unacountable Frenzy for a Perſon to 
grumble, when his Intcielt is gratify'd, to be offended, where 
he ſhould be thankful, to turn a Malecontent under deſirable 
Eaſe, and a Rebel againſt his own Welfare. 

Bur, | pray you Overſeers of the Highways to obſerve, 
how wilely, how carefully the Parliament has contriv'd and 
model]'d this Law tor enlarging them. No Ground can be 
laid into them without Recompence to the Owner, and Satis- 
faction made for the Damages done to him; and the Aſſeil- 
ment cannot exceed Six pence in the Pound, in any one Ycar, 
which, when juſtly weigh d with the Conveniences ariſing 
from it, can never be thought an Hardſhip. The Obſtinate, 
when they turn their Eycs to the Emolument of the Publick, 
will ſec it only to he an agreeable Force; and the Covetous 
can never feel it heavier, than a light Burthen. Thus when 
the before recitcd clauſe is executed, Publickx Good will be 
ſapporred without Oppreſſion of private Right; the Commu— 
nity will receive a large Benefit, no Individual Member the 
leaſt Injury. Thus the Authority of the Legiſlator is fo tem- 
per'd with Tenderneſs to the Subject, that no Spirit moves 
in the aid Statute but publick-opirit, no Intereſt is enforéd 
but that of the whole Society. 

There is nothing more common than for you, tlie Supervi— 
ſorsof the Highways, to think the doing an Action for the Uſe 
of the Puvlick 4 very vexatious Hardſhip; and you had much 
rather take Fe ins to hunt out an Excuſe for an Inexcuſable 
Neglect of your Duty, than rcevlarly to proceed in Ways & 
Means to pet tormit. But to prevent in ſ{omeMeaſure your>bifts 
& oubterfuges, & to inform you of the Authority as well as 
Neceſlity of your Office, I hall tranſcrihe for your uſe three 
Paragraphs out of the Statute cnadted the 5. Fliz. Cup, 13. 
And for as much as the Statutes made in the ſecond and 
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third years of King Philip and Queen Mary, in divers parts 
of this Realm ſerveth not to ſo good Purpoſe and Effect as 
it may be made, for that ſach Subſtance and Matter as is 
moſt fit and convenient for the Preparations of the ſaid 
Ways, cannot be iawfully had, fetched and taken out of the 
ſeveral Grounds and Soil thereunto nighor adjoyning, being 
no great Loſs or Detriment to the Owners of the ſame 
ſeveral Grounds and Soil, whereby the Amendment of the 
ſaid Ways is little increaſed, or elſe of very ſmall and ſlen- 
der Continuance, to the great and continual Charge and 
Trouble of the poor People inhabiting thereabouts. 

© For Reformation whereof, and that the Reparations of 
of the ſaid Highways may hereafter in good due Manner, 
well and ſuffciently be made, Be it further by the Autho- 
rity of this preſent Parliament enacted, that from hence- 
forth it ſhall and may be lawful to all and every Supervi- 
ſor and Superviſors, and Orderers of the Works for the 
time being, for the Amendment of the ſaid Highways, 
thereunto elected and appointed, according to the Statute 
made in the ſecond and third years of King Philip and 
Queen Mary, for the better Reparation and amendment of 
the Ways within their ſeveral Pariſhes and 1 imits where- 
in they ſhall beſo made Superviſors (if it ſhall be fo to 
them thought neceſſary ) to take or carry away of the 
Rubbiſh or ſmalleſt broken Stones of any Quarry or Quar- 
ries Aying and being within the Pariſh where they ſhall be 
Superviſors, without Licence, Controllment or Impeach- 
ment ofthe Owner or Owners, ſo much as by their Diſcre- 
tions ſhall ke deem'd and adjudg'd neceſſary for the Amend- 
ment of the id Ways: And that for Default of any 


Quarry or Quarries not being withla their ſaid Pariſh or 
Limits, or in Default of Rubbiſh not to be found in any 
ſuch Quarry or Quarries, it ſhall and may be lawtul to e- 
very ſuch Superyifor or Superviſors, for the C ſe aforeſid, 
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in the ſeveral Grounds of any Perſon or Pertons being 
within the Pariſh or limits where they ſhall be Supervi— 
ſors, and nigh adjoyning to the Way or Ways wherein 
ſich Reparations ſhail be thought neceſſiry to he made, & 
wherein Gravel, Hand or 5inders is likely to be found, to dig 
or Cauſe to be digged for Gravel, Sand or Sinders, and like- 
wiſe to gather Stones lying upon any Lands or Grounds 
within the Pariſh, and meet to be uſed to ſuch Service and 
Purpoſe, and thereof to take an] carry away ſo much 
as by the Direction of the ſnid Superviſors ſhall be thought 
neceſſary to be employed ia the Amendment of tue ſaid 
Highways 

© Provided always, That it ſhall not be lawful to any ſuch 
Superviſor or Superviſors by Virtue of this Act, to cauſe any 
RubHiſh to be digg'd out of any Quarry or Quarries, but 
only ſhall extend to ſuch Rubbiſh as ſhall be found there 
ready digged by the Owner or Owners of the ſaid Quarry 


or Quarrics, or otherwiſe by his or their Licence and Com- 


mandment; nor ſhall it extend or give Authority to any 
Superviſor orsuperviſors, to dig or cauſe to be digged any 
Gravel, Sand or Sinders, in the Houſe, Garden, Orchard 
or Mcadow of any Perſon or Perſons; nor that it ſhall be 
lawful by this Act to any ſuch Superviſor or Superviſors, 
to cavſe any more Pits to be digged for Gravel in any ſeve- 
ral and encloſed Gronnd than one only; and that the ſame 
Pit or Hole fo digzcd for Gravel, as is aforcſaid, ſhall not 
by any way be in Breath or Length above ten Yards 
over at the moſt : And that every ſuch Superviſor as ſhall 
cauſe any ſuch Pit to he made and digged for Gravel, Sand 
or Sinders as is aboveſuid ſhall within one Month next 
after any ſuch digging or Pit made, cauſe the ſame to be 
filled and ſtopped up with Earth, at the Coſts and Charges 
of the Pariſhioners, upon Pain to forfeit to the Owner 


© or Owners of the Soil whereia any ſuch Pit ſhall be made 
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e and digged, for every Default, Five Marks, to be feco- 
© vered by Action of Debt as in other like Caſes of Debt 
© hath been accuſtomed. 

If you will think attentive'y, if yon will make Reſarches 
into the preceeding Ptrautaphs, which I have drawn cut for 
your Peruſal, you will difcorer ther the Gd of the Legi— 
Nature has contriv'd the Execution ot your Duty to be us 
eaſy, as the Ill State of the :izhways has made it wece cs y, 
and you are left without any Excule, if the Influence and 
Efficacy of the ſaid Statute do not appear in a more Care- 
ful, ſince it is deſiga'd for a lefs CHangeable, Reputation of the 
Roads. 

I cannot here omit taking notice, that there are ſome 
Surveyors of.the Highways who ſay they cannot fſufficient- 
ly amend them, becauſe they cannot procure Materials 
without the greateſt Inconvenience, and an extraordinary 
Expence of Labour and Money: This Kind of Talking is all 
over Evaſion and Falſchood; a full Contradiction to the 
Law, I have juſt now quoted, and a moſt foul Reproach to 
their own Conſciouſneſs. Every Townſhip, cvery Pariſh, all 
the County of Weſtmorland is full of the moſt and the beſt 
Materials in the Kingdom for repairing Highways : Stone 
and Grayel are at hand in every Place; they lay almoſt ad- 
joyning to every Common Rocd: Net any Thing neceſſary, 
not any Thing convenient, not any 1 king uſcful is wanting 
to accompliſh an Amendment of the Ways, but an A- 
mendment of your inattive Conrdutt Yet (with Sorrow 
and Indignation | ſay it) you permit laleneſs to be your 
Tyrant, inſtead of Induſtry to be your Maſter; you chooſe 
rather to be Slaves to the Encroachments ut Sloth, than 
Servants to the Enterprizcs ct Labcur, ard in a manner molt 
ſhamefully ungrate ful, and undutiial, you flight ati, cuce 
the Favours of Natuic, aid the Obligations of Law, 

As 1 would be glad to uſe any Argument to incite you to 

þ the 
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the laudable and neceſſaty Work of repairing the High- 
ways, I cannot forbear reciting to you a Part of the extra- 
ordinary Preamble of the Aﬀ made and provided the 3d. 
and 4th of W. and A. Cap. 12. * Whereas the free and caſy 
Intercourſe and Means of conveying and carrying Goods 
and Merchandizes from one Market Town to another, con- 
tributes very much to the Advancement of Trade, Increafe 
of Wealth. and raiſing the Value of Lands, as well as to 
the Eaſe and Convenience of the Subject in general; for 
which Ends therefore divers good and neceſſary Laws have 
been heretofore made for the Enlarging, Repairing and 
— the Highways and common Roads of this King- 
* dom. 
Can you after reading and digeſting this Preamble continue 
ro] neglect making ſufficient Reparations of the Highways? 
Pare you oppoſe your Folly to the Wiſdom of Legiſlative 
Power, your Idleneſs to the Care, and your Contumacy to 
the Authority of it? Can you forget that a free and eaſy 
Intercourſe, for carrying of Goods and Merchandizes from 
one Market Town to another, is an Advancement to Trade, 
an Increaſe of Wealth, and a railing the Value of Lands ? 
Give me leave with ſome Warmth to tell you, if you do not 
promote theſe three Fundamentals of publick Happineſs ; 
you are diſhhoneſt to your Country, diſſerviceable to your 
ſelves, and baſely ungrateful to the Beſt Benefactors. Re- 
flea, 1 beſeech you, on the Benefits which accrue from 
Trade and Merchandize to the common Welfare of Great 
Britain. Had you not the Bleſſing of ſomething more than 
ariſes from the natural Product and Growth of your Lands, 
you would find this Ifland a very uncomfortable Scituation. 
The Number of Poor would be exceſſire, and the produce of 
the Nation would be of low Value, did not Commerce ex- 
port it, and bring in Angmentations of Wealth by doing ſo. 
Yon may indecd be furmſt'd with meer Neceſſaries at home, 
but 
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bat divers things of Uſe, of Convenience, and Ornament 
arrive to you from abroad. In a word, were not Manutfac- 
tures proſperous, did not Traflik carry out the Superfluitics 
of the Brutiſ, Ifland, aud bring ia Supplies to it's Wants, 
the Poor muſt want Employ ment, the Active would become 
Indolent, and the Wealthy, Indigent. 

Think then, Gentlemen, of the Preamble which J have 
before recited to you, and believe the Repairs of the High- 
ways to be Matters of more ſenſible Concern, more impor- 
tant Conlideration, and more extenſive A'lvantapge, than you 
have at any time taken the Trouble, or done eren your- 
ſelves the Juſtice to eſteem them. Conkder whilſt you en- 
large, and amend the common Roads, that you are making. 
Eaſy Means and Free Jitercourſe tor conveying the Bleſſings, 
which the induſtrious Tradeſinan at home procures tor you, 
with the Sweat of his Brow, and the adyenturous Mer- 
chant brings with Peril of Life, from very remote Parts of 
the Earth. Recollect that whilſt you are working on the 
Ways the SIX DAYS (a ſmall portion out of three hundred 
and fixty five ) with due Diligence and Induſtry, or whilſt 
you are with Chearfulneſs paying an Aſſeſſment for the A- 
mendment of them, that you are contributing at the ſame 
time to advance the Value of your own Eſtates, and to en- 
creaſe the publick Wealth. Thus apply your Thoughts and 
Actions, and you will find the Expences of Time, Money, 
and Pains reimburs'd by uſctul, and very beneficial Conſe- 
quences. Thus you will find your Duty an Intereſt, the Ob- 
ligations you lay under, Ad vantages, and your very Toil, 
your Eaſe. 

I have now laid before you ſeyeral Parts of your Duty in 
the beſt Manner my Underſtanding could enable, or my 
Leiſure permit me: I have recommended the Execution of 
your Ohce to your Judgment by well-inten:led Argument, 
and co your Daty by well-ia{titared Law, and tho” you ſhon! 
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not approve the Former, you are bound in all Poiats to con- 
form to the latter. Yet I do not think | have ſufficiently 
diſcharg'd myſelf without reciting the two following para- 
graphs of the two Statutes, which it hehnyes you to veruſe 
with a ſtrict Attention, and purſue with a ſteady Fideli- 
ty. 0 
3d. and 4th. . and A. Cp. 12. © And he it further En- 
acted by the Authority aforcſaid, That every Surveyor of 
the Highways, appointed as in and by this Act is directed, 
ſhall within fourteen Days next after his firſt Acceptance 
of the ſaid Office, and fo from Time to Time every four 
Months, during his being Surveyor, take a View of all the 
Roads, Common Highway's, Water Courſes, Bridges, 
Cawſey's and Pavements, within the Pariſh, Town, Vil- 
lage, Hamlet, Precin& or Tything, for which he is ap- 
pointed Surveyer, that are to be repaired by the ſaid Pa- 
riih, Town, Village, Hamlet, Precin& or Tything, and 
ſhail make a Preſentment upon Oath, in what State and 
Condition he finds the ſame reſpeRively, to {ome Juſtice 
of the Peace of the ſame Diviſion, if then Reſident there, 
otherwiſe to ſome neighbouring Juſtice af the Peace for 
the ſaid County, and in Default thereof ſha!l incur the 
Penalty aforcſaid, as if he or they had refuſed or neglect- 
cd to accept and execute the ſaid Office, unleſs he ſhall 
have ſome reaſonahle Excuſe for ov itting the ſame, ro 
be allowed of by two Juſtices of the Peace of the ſame 
Diviſion of the County, or in Default thereof by the 
two neighhouring Juſtices, and what Defaults or A oy 
autes they ſhall fad in any of the ſaid Highwavs Contii's, 
Bridges, Ditches, Hedges, Irees, Water Courlis, Drevis 
or Gurttcrs next adj yning to the fume, they ſhall from 
Time to Time, the next Sunday inmediere];, after Ser- 
mon eiicd gire Publick Notice of the ſame in the b. riſh 
Church, nit the ame ſhall not be ron: yi, 2 
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ed and amended within Thirty Days after ſuch Notice 
given, that then the ſaid Surveyor or Surveyors of the 
ſaid Highways ſhall within Thirty Days remove, repair, 
and amend the ſame, and difpoſe of the ſame Annoy- 
ances to and for the Repair of the ſaid Highways; and 
the ſaid Surveyor and Surveyors ſhall be reimburſed what 
Charges and Expences they ſhall he at in fo doing, by 
the Parties who ſhall have done the ſime; and in Caſe 
the ſeid Parties ſhall upon Demand refuſe or neglect to 
Pay the fiid Sur Nvors their ſ id Charges, then the ſgid 
Surveyors ſhall apply him or themſelves to any Juſtice of 
the Peace within the Diviſion of the County wherein 
ſuch Highways are, and in Default thereof to any Netgh- 
bouring Juſtice for the ſaid Connty, and upon his or 
their making, Oath before ſuch Juſtice of the Notice to 
the Defaulter in manner aforeſaid, which Oath the ſaid 
Juſtice is impowered and required to adminiſter, That 
then the ſaid Snrveyors ſhall be repaid all ſuch their 
Charges as ſhall be allowed to he reaſonable by the ſaid 
Juſtice, to be levied in Manner aforeſaid. 
© 1ſt. Geo. 1ſf. And he it Enacted, That all Surveyors 
of the Highways, appointed or that ſhall he appointett 
by virtue of an Act of the zd. and 4th. of King iam 
and Queen Mary, Intitled an Act for the better repairing 
and amending of Ei: hways, and for Settling the Rates 
and Carriage of Goods ſhall within fourtecn Days after 
their Acceprance of their Office, and fo from Time to 
Time every four Months or offener it required thereto 
by Warrant of any two or mae loftices of ihe Peace 
view all the Roads, Common Eid huays, Bridges, C:ule- 
ways, Pavements, Hedges, Ditch:s an Watcr-Courſes 
appertaining to ſuch kighways, together with all Nu- 
ſances or lnetDachments mule or committed in or upon 
any ot chem, within the Pariſh, Townſhip, Vills2c, ww 
| cl. 
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© Jet, Precint or Tything where they are Surveyors, and 
give a particular and true Ac hunt in Writing upon Oath 
of the State and Condition of all ſuch Highways, and 
more eſpecially of ſuch Faults or Defects in any of them, 
as Want to be amended or repaired and of the Neglects 
of Labourers, and of thoſe that are obliged to find La- 
bourers cr Tcams for the Repair of the Highways, as 
required by Law, to the Juſtices at their next ſpecial 

Seſſions to be holden for the Amendment of the High- 
ways, according to the ſaid recited Act, to the end that 
the ſaid Accounts may be carefully preſer ved, and that at 
all future Seſſions the Juſtices of the ſaid Diviſion may 
have full Information of, and way be able to examine 
into the particular State and Condition of all the Roads, 
Bridges, Cauſeways, Pavements, Hedges, Ditches and Wa- 
ter- Cour ſes as aforeſaid, and may the better execute the 
Powers in the Laws relating to Highways; and all Sur- 
veyors neglecting to give ſuch Account as aforeſaid ſhall 
ſafer the {ime Penalty as it they refuſed ro execute the 
ſaid Office, to be levicd and diſpoſed of, as by the afore- 
ſaid Act is directed, unleſs they ſhall have fome reaſonable 
Excuſe for omitting the ſme, to he allowed by the ſuſt ices 
of the Peace of the fame Pivihon at ſuch their ſpecial 
Seſſions. 

Remember, Gentlemen, the latter of theſe Paragraphs 
requires you to give the Juſtices of the Peace an Account 
every four Months (and oftner if required by Warrant 
of any two or more Juſtices of the Peace) of the Con- 
dition of the Highways and what is more to give it in 
writing upon Oath. On this occaſion it behoves you al] 
cloſely and ſeriouſly to conſider, that the Engagements un— 
der which you lay by Civil Authority, are invigorated by 
thoſe of Holy Religion; and that the Duriful Chriſtian is 
made the Teſt of the Diligent Suryeyor. You deceive your- 


ſelves 
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f-lves in the moſt henious Manner, if yon make the Obliga- 
tion of an Ozth, the Occaſion of a Jeft, or treat an Act with 
the Sallies of Levity, which requires the Sincerities of the 
moſt Sacred Regard. You cannot break looſe from the Ties 
of an Oath, after they are faſten'd upon you: They will ſtick 
as cloſe and as conſtant to yon, as Thought and Conſcience; 
and if you think to make Uſe of the Frauds of Evaſion, - 
qnivncarion, or mental Reſervation; if you fancy, like the 
Grecian Heathen, that yon can Swear one thing with your 
Months, and another with your Hearts, yon are unjuſt to 
yourſ Ives, Immoral to your Fellow-creatures, and highly 
Irre lip ions to the Almighty Gop. 

The Fine af in this caſe to your Negletts is five Pounds: 
Yer yon may avoid the the Impolition of it by being neither 
careleſs, nor afraid, nor aſham'd to do your Duty: But it 
would ſtrike horror upon the Mind, even to imagine that you 
fuld aggravate your Defaults by Perjury, and become aban- 
dom d Wretches to ſcreen the negligent Men; that you ſhould 
commit a moſt penal Crime, for Fear of Penalty, and cover a 
Want of Ce with a Want of Conſcience. In ſhort, | muſt 
repeat to you. if you Perjure yourſelves (which Charity enga- 
ges me to wiſh, and your natural Honeſty to hope, none of 
you ever will do) that you are (beyond all Diſpute) moſt 
perfidious Traytors to Men, and moſt profligate Rebels ro 
your Maker. 

As | am now treating upon the Subject of the Highways, 1 
cannot omit taking Notice of theRemonſtrance, which is uſu- 
a ly made againſt rhe Neglects of the Juſtices of the Peace 
(of which Number | have the Honour to be One) as well 
as that, which is drawn up againſt the Surveyors. We are 
cenſur d by many, very many, both our Country men and Tra- 
vellers; and there is not any thing to be heard more frequent- 
ly in Converſarion, thanComplaints, on this Occaſion, againſt 
Ourſelves. What lignifics it (ſay the People) to be con- 
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cer about the inconvenient Condition ef the Common-fair- 
ing Roads, when the Magiſtrates themſelves are unconcern'd 
to redich the Gri-vanccs of it? What dot! it avail to in- 
form that [ab uwers attend their summons to the Highways 
without Induitry, ond Workmon without Implements; that 
ſome Inhabitants arc tao Ghb%inate even to appear at the 
Works on the {45.443 and others too impuden: remove the 
Nuſances, Which damage and obflruct them, hen the JU 3- 
ICEs never infliit the FAINS appoint by the Statutes 
for ſuch Off:aces! To what purpoſe do they hold the Laſhes 
of the Law it their Hands, when they do not ſconrge De- 
faulters with thetn 2 Or why ſhonld they ſufler ſuch an in— 
active Conduct in themſelves, as docs not become the Opera- 
tions of Wiſlom, or ſhzw ſuch partial Connivarce, as bears not 
any Relation to the Blindne/s of juſtice? Why ſhould the 
Magiſtrates talk of the Authority, which the King has inveſ- 
ted them wirh, whilſt they do not exert it. Or to whatAd- 
vantage or Uſe, do they tell the Country of the Spirit of good 
Laws, when they do not demonſtrate any of their own by ex- 
ecuting them? Why ſhould they threaten to impote Fines, 
who never levy any? Or make Promiſes of Puniſhment, when 
ſuch their Promiſes (as a celebrated Author ſaid on another 
Occ. lion ) are inte mildeſt Conſtraction, as Myſterious, as the 
Prophecies of Old, by n Man ta be well underſiozd, till they are 
fulfill dF 
Theſe Reflections are not more common than reaſonable, 

and | muit for my own part confeſs to you, Gentleman, that 
when we arc nothing more than mere Names and Shadows 
of Magiſtrates, | believe you will be nothing better, than Id le 
and Indolent Surycyors; and l am confident there will for 
ever be a \Want of your ſtrenuous Iluaduliry, Whilit there is a 
Want of our ſtrict Severity. 

But l do not doubt the Magiſtrates will determine to purſue 


ſuch New Meaſures, as will reform your Old Ones; the more we 
| conſult 
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conſult our Reaſon, the ſtronger is our Paſſion for the due 
Reparation of the Highways; the more we recollect the 111 
ſtate of them to be General, the leſs Cauſe we find why it 
ſhould be Perpetual : As we could not formerly effe& the good 
Repair of the Ways by the Incentive of Indulgence, we ſhall 
now be ſollicitous to accompliſh it by the Impulſe of Penalty, 
and what Puniſhments have heretofore with Solemnity been 
promiſed, will, I hope, hereafter with Severity be perform'd. 
You all wiſh, you all earneſtly deſire to have the Highways 
well amended; therefore your anxious Endeavourings to 
make them ſo, is nothing more than proſecuting the Courſe 
of your Inclinations, and obeying at once your own, and the 
Will of the Legiſlature. But fince you do not at preſent pay 
any Deference to our Admonitions nor give any Compliance 
to thoſe of your own Hearts, we ſhall, I hope, for the future 
Purſue all ſuch Superviſors of the Highways, and Inhabitants, 
_ with the Rigour of the Statutes, who ſhallſbehave themſelves 
in ſuch manner as if Diſobedience was their Profeſſion, Id le- 


neſs their Bufinels, and an entire Neglect of Duty their fix'd 
Reſolution. 
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